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Layman’s
Report

Enhancing biodiversity by restoring source areas for priority and other species  
of community interest in Ticino Park
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euro 

1.551.000 
BENEFICIARIES 
CONTRIBUTION

introduction 

“Parco Lombardo della Valle del Ticino” was the first Italian regional 
park to be established, as well as the first river park at European lev-
el. Characterized by a high naturalistic and social value, the Park is a 
MAB (Man and Biosphere programme) UNESCO area and represents 
a key area of biodiversity for Northern Italy, for the Alps and for the 
whole Mediterranean. It is an ecological corridor of great naturalistic 
value for many species of special concern and community interest. 

The Park has a “strategic” position, extending from the slopes of the 
Alps, downstream of the great pre-alpine lakes to the urban area of 
Milan and the mouth of the Ticino River near Pavia, thus represent-
ing a green and blue heart in the highly anthropized matrix of the Po 
Plain.

The Park is therefore one of the main naturalistic elements of the ter-
ritory, able to host fauna and flora of particular value and to enclose 
precious habitats, resulting from the coexistence of man and nature. 
Many species, however, are now threatened by the loss or degrada-
tion of their habitats, especially areas suitable for the reproduction 
and feeding activities. The fragmentation of the home ranges, the 
artificialisation of the banks and the intensification of agriculture, 
the loss and degradation of wetlands and streams, springs and sec-
ondary watercourses, the presence of invasive alien species played 
a significant role in the decline of the species and their characteristic 
habitats. 

The LIFE Ticino Biosource TEAM
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The LIFE Ticino 
Biosource
project
Enhancing biodiversity by restor-
ing source areas for priority and 
other species of community inter-
est in Ticino Park

The LIFE15NAT/IT/000989 Ticino 
Biosource project was implemented 
through actions of creation, restora-
tion and improvement of habitats of 
17 target species, protected by the 
Community Habitats Directive (Di-
rective 92/43/EEC) and Birds Direc-
tive (Directive 2009/147/EC).

The main goal of the LIFE Ticino 
Biosource project: to preserve and 
increase the biodiversity heritage of 
specific areas in Ticino Park.

Specific targets: conservation of 
17 species belonging to different 
faunistic groups, from Insects (Lep-
idoptera) to Vertebrates (Fish, Birds 
and Amphibians) present in the 
Park. 

01.10.2016
STARTING 

DATE
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3.877.000
TOTAL 

BUDGET 
OF THE 
PROJECT

euro 

2.326.000
CONTRIBUTION 

(CO-FIN. 60%)

31.07.2021
PROJECT 

END

PROJECT 
AREA: 

6 NATURA 2000 
SITES, 

5 SACS E 1 SPA17 
TARGET 
SPECIES

3
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CO-FINANCER
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100.000 
CO-FINANCING 

FROM FONDAZI-
ONE CARIPLO
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BENEFICIARIES 
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 project AREAS
The project actions concerned 6 sites of the 
Natura 2000 network and contiguous areas, 
located along the course of the Ticino Riv-
er, functional to the creation of a connection 
within the European ecological network. 
Most of these areas are owned by the Ticino 
Park or fall in state-owned areas.
• 1 - “I Geraci” locality (in the Municipality of 

Motta Visconti, inside the SCI IT2080002) 
is involved in the restoration and creation 
of wetlands, woodlands, meadows and 
dryland, habitats particularly suitable for 
breeding, migratory and wintering Birds, 
Amphibians and Butterflies of great value;

• 2 - The basins of the Arno stream, in the 
Municipality of Lonate Pozzolo, are involved 
in the creation of floating islands, nesting, 

Forests mainly connected to rivers, dominated by oaks, 
elms, elders and cherry trees. The habitat is well distributed 

in the Ticino Valley, but threatened by the control 
of the hydric levels and the invasion 

of alien species. 

Forests often connected to water streams and lakes, mainly constituted Alnus glutinosa, Salix 
alba, Populus nigra, Populus alba. The central and southern sectors of the Park host the wider 

and better preserved example of the habitat in Northern Italy. The habitat is threatened by the 
intensification of agriculture, by poplar plantations and by the control of the hydric levels.

Meadows that are well represented along the Ticino Valley, especially when managed 
through traditional methods, favourable to the creation of habitats. The habitat 

often hosts the indicator species Sanguisorba officinalis (R. Castrovinci, com. pers.), 
rare in the Po Plain, together with other species of conservational interest like the 

Colchicum autumnale and the Iris sibirica.

In the project area it is well represented with the acidophilic subtype, in 
Lombardy only along the Ticino River for an area of about 75 ha (while the other 

areas of the region are mostly calcareous). Main threats that have caused an 
important loss of this habitat are the invasion of woody species, the increase of 

nitrogen in the soil and the lack of an efficient management model.

91F0 Mixed riparian forests with 
Quercus robur, Ulmus laevis and Ulmus minor, 

Fraxinus excelsior or Fraxinus angustifolia 
along great rivers (Ulmenion minoris)

91E0*Alluvional 
forest of Alnus 

glutinosa

6510 Low-altitude meadows 
for hay (Alopecurus pratensis, 

Sanguisorba officinalis)

6210: Semi-natural dry grasslands 
and scrubland facies on calcareous 
substrates (Festuco-Brometalia)) 

(* important orchid sites)

3150 Natural eutrophic lakes 
with vegetation of the 

Magnopotamion 
or the Hydrocharition

Habitat scarcely represented in the territory of the Park 
and often in a non-adequate state of conservation due to the abandonment 

of traditional management methods. This particular habitat requires wide 
area of extension in order to host nesting, 

migrating and wintering water birds. 

Name of the Target Habitat BRIEF DESCRIPTION AND STATE OF THE ART IN THE PROJECT AREA

▲

▲

▲

▲

▲

resting and feeding sites for waterbirds, as well as the planting of hedges and shrubs along the banks;
• 3 - Three aquatic environments of running water that are secondary branches of Ticino River in terms of water 

flow, but relevant to consolidate the ecosystem and the secondary river network, crucial to the conservation of 
some species of Fish and Amphibians of Community interest, inside the SAC IT2050005, IT2080002, IT2010014. 
Among these:
• 3a. “Ramo Delizia” (in the Municipality of Magenta, inside the Natural Reserve “La Fagiana”);
• 3b. “Ramo Morto” (in the Municipality of Turbigo);
• 3c. “Maresco di Villa Reale” (in the Municipality of Vigevano);
• 3d. “Gravellone Vecchio” (in the Municipality of Pavia);

• 4 - The forests and wetlands of Bernate Ticino, located in degraded areas and recovered in forest habitats 
and artificial wetland habitats.



*priority species
species of open 
environments 
species of wet 
environments 
species of rivers, 
springs and 
secondary streams

The conservation of the target species has been pursued through the renaturation or 
the creation of their environments, actions of environmental restoration and improve-
ment favoured also other species of community interest, such as the Purple Heron Ar-
dea purpurea (Annex I Birds Directive); the Marsh Harrier, Circus aeruginosus (Annex 
I Birds Directive); the Woodlark, Lullula arborea (Annex I Birds Directive); the Gadwall, 
Anas strepera (classified as SPEC by BirdLife International); the Tufted Duck, Aythya 
fuligula (classified as SPEC3 by BirdLife International); the Pochard, Aythya ferina 
(classified as SPEC1 by BirdLife International corresponding to the highest alert level 
in Europe); the Squacco Heron, Ardeola ralloides; the Cattle Hegret, Bubulcus ibis; 
the Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea; the Wild Turtledove, Streptopelia turtur (classified as 
SPEC1 by BirdLife International corresponding to the highest alert level in Europe); 
Italian loach, Sabanejewia larvata (Annex II Habitat Directive).

TARGET species
The target species of the project are of Community importance 
and listed in the Annexes II, IV, V of the Habitat Directive 92/43/
CEE and in the Annex I of the Birds Directive 2009/147/CE:

FERRUGINOUS 
DUCK, 

Aythya nyroca* 
(Annex I* Birds Directive) 

nesting in the Park 
with one of the biggest 

populations of Italy

PO LAMPREY, 
Letentheron 
zanandreai 

(Annex II Habitat 
Directive)

ADRIATIC STURGEON, 
Acipenser naccarii* 

(Annex II* and IV Habitat 
Directive) present in the 

Ticino River with the only 
wild population naturally 

reproducing 

LITTLE 
BITTERN, 

Ixobrychus 
minutus 

(Annex I Birds 
Directive)

BULLHEAD,
Cottus gobio 

(Annex II Habitat 
Directive)

KINGFISHER, 
Alcedo atthis 
(Annex I Birds 

Directive)

GREAT STURGEON 
(or BELUGA 

STURGEON), Huso 
huso, reintroduced after 

the extinction in the 
Adriatic Basin more 

than 30 years ago

NIGHT 
HERON, 

Nycticorax 
nycticorax 

(Annex I Birds 
Directive)

ITALIAN AGILE 
FROG,

 Rana dalmatina 
(Annex IV Habitat 

Directive)

LATASTE FROG, 
Rana latastei

 (Annex II Habitat Directive)

HEN HARRIER, 
Circus cyaneus 
(Annex I Birds 

Directive) 

ITALIAN LOACH, 
Cobitis bilineata 
(Annex II and V 

Habitat Directive)

GREAT 
WHITE HERON, 

Casmerodius 
albus 

(Annex 
I Birds 

Directive).

LARGE COPPER, 
Lycaena dispar 

(Annex II and IV 
Habitat Directive)

LITTLE 
EGRET,

 Egretta garzetta 
(Annex I Birds 

Directive)

BLACK-WINGED 
STILT, 

Himantopus 
himantopus 

(Annex I Birds 
Directive)

ITALIAN TREE FROG, 
Hyla arborea 

(= Hyla intermedia) 
(Annex II and IV Habitat 

Directive)

5
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ACTIONS and results
Actions for the conservation of Acipenser naccarii and the reintroduction of Huso huso
Concerned sturgeons, among the other activities, a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) for the protection of 
the “Spawning site of Acipenser naccarii” has been designated, already approved by the Lombardy Region 
and the Ministry of the Environment and on which the European Commission has yet to give its opinion. 
Here, during the project, the active defense of the Adriatic sturgeon (Acipenser naccarii) from poaching 
was carried out through the continuing activity of a task force of adequately trained volunteering fisher-
men coordinated by the technicians of the project team. This task force has also carried out activities of 
containment of the invasive allochthonous Wels Catfish (Silurus glanis), present in the reproduction area of 
A. naccarii. To encourage the return of the Huso huso, 50 years after its disappearance from the Po basin, 
the Park has started its breeding, managing all the stages of growth of one of the longest-lived, late-repro-
ducing freshwater fish. In addition, almost 1,000 specimens were reintroduced into nature in the waters of 
Ticino; some, followed with telemetry, have revealed a strong instinct to dismount towards the sea. Two of 
them were filmed downstream in the artificial fish passage of Isola Serafini. A released specimen, marked 
with a microchip, was accidentally caught by a fisherman in the Adriatic Sea, off the coast of Cesenatico.

Actions for the conservation of the target fish and amphibian species
Interventions of ecological recovery of springs, ditches and secondary branches of the Ticino River have 
been carried out for the conservation of the target fish species, many of which are endemic, such as Italian 
Loach, Po Lamprey and Bullhead.The different types of intervention included the morphological diversi-
fication, the recovery of springs, the recovery of the hydraulic functionality, the positioning of stumps on 
the bed, that not only constitute an excellent shelter for the fish fauna but create a local diversification of 
the hydraulic regime as well, thus favouring the diversification of the granulometry and the development 
of macroinvertebrates. Natural deflectors have been created with trunks, trees and brushwood recovered 
on-site, recreating what already happens in nature when a plant falls along the banks of a river, locally 
modifying the hydraulic regime.  The ecological recovery of springs, ditches, streams and secondary 
branches of the Ticino River improved and incremented the surface of habitat 3260 in favour of the Italian 
Loach Cobitis bilineata, the Po Lamprey Letentheron zanandreai, the Bullhead Cottus gobio, endemic 
species of the Po basin and/or Northern Italy. Mainly interventions of morphological diversification and 
recovery of springs have been implemented, creating suitable habitats not only for the autochthonous 
fish community, but also for the target Amphibians: the Italian agile Frog, Rana dalmatina; the Lataste 
Frog, Rana latastei; the Italian tree Frog, Hyla arborea (= Hyla intermedia). 

1 new SAC 
“IT2080026 Siti 
riproduttivi 
di Acipenser 
naccarii” 
established with 
53 sightings 

1 task force, 
more than 220 
patrol for the sa-
feguard and the 
monitoring of 
two species of 
sturgeon H. huso 
and A. naccarii

891 
individuals of 

H.huso released 
in Ticino 

3,3 tons 
of S. glanis 
removed 
from the 

Ticino River

More than 230 km of rivers 
monitored to search for the individuals 
of H. huso released: 
n.13 signals received by mobile 
hydrophones; 
n. 39 signals received by 
the hydrophones of Bereguardo; 
n. 24 signals received by the 
hydrophone of Travacò
46 total H. huso individuals 
intercepted

46 total 
H. huso

individuals 
intercepted
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Actions for the creation of wetlands in fa-
vour of target bird species and of the Large 
Copper, Lycaena dispar 

The recovery and creation of fresh-water 
wetlands like habitat 3150 and of a new 
reed bed at “I Geraci” (Motta Visconti) in 
the SAC IT2080002 “Basso corso e sponde 
del Ticino” and at Bernate Ticino in the SAC 
“Turbigaccio, Boschi di Castelletto e Lanca 
di Bernate” allowed for the reproduction, 
migration and wintering of many bird spe-
cies, including the target ones. These habi-
tats also favour the widening of the distri-
bution area of the target species Lycaena 
dispar. Experimental and innovative measu-
res such as the realisation of lowland wet 
meadows (habitat 6510), the so-called “mar-
cite” created suitable habitats for the nume-
rous bird species that use these habitats for 
foraging during winter. 
These habitats and their experimental floo-
ding in autumn and spring offer particularly 
suitable environments for the target species 
Lycaena dispar and other Lepidoptera. 
The ecological requalification of the lamina-
tion tanks of the Arno Stream in the Munici-
pality of Lonate Pozzolo (VA) resulted most 
of all from the creation of floating rafts to 
favour the nesting of the two target spe-
cies Ferruginous Duck, Aythya nyroca* 
and Black-winged Stilt, Himantopus hi-
mantopus. 

Innovative for this area, 
the monitoring of the noc-
turnal migration of Birds 
has been conducted for 
the first time through au-
tomatic acoustic registra-
tions continuously from 
March to May 2020, with 
a recording station in the 
Municipality of Motta 

Visconti. The monitoring activity allowed for 
the census of ca. 2400 individuals migrating/
in nocturnal movement from 58 species, 14 
of community interest (listed in the Annex I 
of the Birds Directive) and 25 SPEC – Species 
of European Conservation Concern. These 
results provide an important contribution 
to the knowledge of nocturnal migration of 
Birds not just in this area but also on a wider 
scale, in the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve “Ti-
cino Verbano Val Grande”.

The Water Meadow

History of an ancient peasant invention that 
speaks to the future of Italian agriculture 

TH
E W

ATER M
EA

D
O

W
  H

istory of an ancient peasant invention that speaks to the future of Italian agriculture 
Parco del Ticino

The monitoring of the nocturnal
 avifauna migration through 
sound registration 

BEST
practice BEST

practice

HABITAT 

3150
 created and restored: 

1,55 ha of fresh-water wetlands
0,7 ha of reed beds
0,8 ha of oxbows

0,4 ha of floating rafts
4.800 seedlings suitable 

for wetlands
5,7 ha of suitable habitats 

for the autochthonous 
fish community 

RECORDED 
SPECIES:

178 birds of community interest 
target of the project monitored (2020):

19 Egrets, 38 Great White Herons,
 7 Purple Heron, 32 Night Heron, 

13 Ferruginous Duck, 5 Hen Harrier,
 51 Woodlarks, 

7 little bittern, 5 Marsh Harrier
79 species of avifauna identified

 through nocturnal sound registration 
(Song Meter) 

85 individuals of Lycaena dispar 
monitored in 7 project sites

45 species of Lepidoptera 
monitored

 in the marcite

HABITAT 

6210
created and restored:
2 ha of dry meadows
50.000 seedlings sui-

table for dry 
meadows

HABITAT 

6510
created and restored:
21 ha of lowland wet 
meadows flooded in 
autumn and spring 

62 ha of lowland wet 
meadows flooded in 

winter 
(“marcite”) 

7

Le “marcite” 
With LIFE Ticino Biosource project, about 60 ha of “Mar-
cite” in a state of abandonment or decay have been re-
covered and restored; the action made it possible to 
expand the surface of these environments of high his-
torical, cultural, landscape and naturalistic value.
In addition, a new rot in “I Geraci” (Motta Visconti) was 
created from scratch in the place of an industrial poplar 
grove. This project was also an opportunity to activate 
the practice of the temporary autumn addition of Marci-
ta and other agricultural environments to create a habi-
tat favorable to the stop and feeding of migratory birds 
(habitat 6510). The experiences gained were collected 
in the publication “La Marcita, History of an ancient 
peasant invention that talks about the future of Italian 
agriculture” which can be consulted online in the down-
load area of the project website. 
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creation of forest 
habitats 91F0 and 91E0* 

The cutting of the allochthonous species and 
the planting of trees and shrubs of autochtho-
nous species are actions that allowed for the 
recovery and the creation of new forest habi-
tats with particular reference to the habitats 
of community interest: 91F0 e 91E0*.
In particular, at the locality “La Piarda” in 
Bernate Ticino (MI), the forest habitats have 
been expanded thanks to the reforestation of 
areas previously held as gardens, through the 
planting of hygrophilous species (e.g. black 
alder, black poplar, white poplar, grey willow 
and white willow) typical of habitat 91F0. 
Requalification and ex-novo creation interven-
tions have been carried out at “I Geraci” in 
the Municipality of Motta Visconti, especially 
reforestations with mesophilic autochthonous 
species (e.g. oak, elm, ash, white hornbeam, 
field maple), typical of habitat 91E0*.

rafts, the floating islands in the Arnetta basins BEST
practice

2.341 plants 
for the forestry 
improvement

7 ha humid 
forests (91e0*) 
created 
and restored

In the Northern sector of the Park (MI and VA), in the so-called Arnetta basins, part of a controlled-dispersion 
sewage plant, 100 new floating islands have been positioned where the wetland vegetation was previ-
ously absent. The aim is to create habitats to favour the nesting and resting of the target bird species. The 
standardised Bird monitoring activities carried out in 2017-2020 allowed for the verification of the population 
increase of four species that successfully nested in the basins system of Arnetta, after the positioning of the 
lamination tanks between 2019 and 2020. A total of 808 rafts, 792 with vegetation and 16 without, has been 
positioned. This intervention allowed for the creation of an overall surface of ca. 4.000 m2 in favour of the 
nesting and migrating aquatic avifauna, of the four above mentioned species. For further details, please refer 
to the volume on “Good Practices of Biodiversity Management in the Ticino Park and in Europe”, available on 
the project website: http://ticinobiosource.it/area-download/deliverable/

LIFE and PSR 
a “MITE” 
project

The project LIFE Ticino Biosource has been selected by the Ministry of Eco-
logical Transition (MITE) as one of the projects of relevance for interventions 
on agricultural environments in favour of biodiversity in Italy. Ticino Park 
provided the Ministry with indications of technical and ecological nature on 
a specific measure of RDP – Rural Development Programme in Lombardy – 
concerning the winter circulation of waters, with reference to interventions 
of winter flooding of rice fields and marcite.

24 ha of mixed 
riparian forests (91f0) 
created 
and restored 

6.334 forest 
seedlings 
for reforestation

2017 2018 2019 2020

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Ferruginous Duck

Pochard

Tufted Duck

Black-winged Stilt

Number of couples
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communication and 
dissemination
The project promoted a wide campaign of environmental educa-
tion that involved local primary and secondary schools, fishermen 
associations, farmers and birdwatching and butterfly-watching 
enthusiasts. Today, the Park tourists can visit the intervention 
sites and the “Sentiero Natura”, paths equipped with panels 
and birdwatching stations, implemented within the project at “I 
Geraci” in Motta Visconti and at “La Piarda” in Bernate Ticino. 
The activities of environmental education, carried out both in 
class and on the field, allowed for a first-hand experience of the 
conservation actions, by building insect boxes, Bird feeders and 
Butterfly gardens with the guides of the park and the educators. 
An educational flyer has been drafted to support both the activi-
ties in class and on the field.  

Following the training of a specific group of volunteers (mostly 
from the Italian Federation of Fisheries and Diving – FIPSAS) a 
task force was created with a role of anti-poaching supervision, 
Wels Catfish population control in the spawning sites o Adriatic 
Sturgeon, awareness-raising, assistance in the activities of Great 
Sturgeon release and biotelemetry monitoring. 

Citizen Science
In the “Butterfly 
Atlas” many 
records were 
collected, 
acquired in the 
period 2017-
2020 by many 
volunteers, 
including 

entomologists and butterfly 
enthusiasts, who participated 
first in training meetings (both 
theoretical and on field). In order to 
enhance and to cover for the entire 
the monitoring area, a photography 
contest has been promoted, 
allowing for the acquisition of 
information from urban areas less 
visited by naturalists as well as for 
the reach out to a public that does 
not usually visit natural areas, thus 
furtherly increasing the overall 
participation to the project. 

ATLANTE DELLE FARFALLE
DEL PARCO LOMBARDO DELLA VALLE DEL TICINO

www.parcoticino.it
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LIFE Ticino Biosource is a project that has been able to involve the visitors and the population of 
the entire area of the Park and beyond, through the realisation of exhibitions, in-depth courses and 
photographic events, together with a punctual dissemination on the website, on the periodic Newsletter 
and on the social media channels, conveying information on the progress of the project actions that not 
even the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions could limit.

 * More than 10.000 students, 500 teachers and 450 
classes involved in the environmental education ac-
tivities

 * 11 educators involved in the activities of information 
and environmental education

 * 13.622 records (between temporary catches, photo-
graphs and sightings) and 60 volunteers involved in 
the monitoring and data collection for the Butterfly 
Atlas

 * 43 “campari” farmers trained in the management of 
marcite

 * 12 triennial agreements with farmers for the man-
agement of “marcite”

 * 9 triennial agreements with farmers for the manage-
ment of lowland wet meadows flooded

 * 5 evening seminars and other raising awareness ac-
tivities reaching more than 1.000 fishermen before 
the constitution of the operative task force for stur-
geons

 * 3 butterfly-watching courses (2017, 2018, 2019) 
counting ca. 120 participants

 * 3 workshop for Butterfly Atlas (2018, 2019)
 * 2 “Sentiero Natura” paths

 * More than 50 press releases
 * 10 newsletters (8 in Italian and 2 in English)
 * 1 video trailer
 * 1 documentary video “Ticino, sorgente di 
biodiversità”
 * 6 project videoclips
 * 1 Butterfly Atlas
 * 1 Publication “The Marcita, History of an ancient 
farmer invention that speaks about the future of the 
Italian agriculture”
 * 1 Didactic booklet “The journey of a Ferruginous 
Duck in the Ticino Park” 
 * 1 Best Practices volume “Best practice of 
biodiversity management in the Ticino Park and in 
Europe”
 * 1 Technical booklet on the results of the project
 * 1 Layman’s Report
 * 10.000 gadget: posters, t-shirts, canvas bags, hats, 
stickers, pen-drives, keychains

9



The networking activities allowed for the creation of a network of international contacts with Bodies that managing 
similar projects in other EU states, thus favouring the mutual exchange of information and best practices for the 
conservation of habitats and species of European interest. Among the Bodies involved in the activity, the following 
ones are to be mentioned: 
In Slovenia: DOPPS – BirdLife Slovenia, for project LIFE “LiveDrava” (LIFE11 NAT/SI/882) http://livedrava.ptice.
si/?lang=en
In the UK: RSPB – The Royal Society for the Protecion of Birds, for project “Lakenheath Fen Reserve”https://www.
rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/reserves-a-z/lakenheath-fen
In Spain: CERM – Center for the Study of Mediterranean Rivers, for project “MigratoEbre”
In the Netherlands: Free Nature - Foundation for restoring ecosystems, for project “Rhine River grasslands restoration”
In Italy: ERSAF Lombardia, for project LIFE+ “Making Good Natura – Making public Good provision the core business 
of Natura 2000” (LIFE11 ENV/IT/000168) http://www.lifemgn-serviziecosistemici.eu/IT/home/Pages/default.aspx.
Moreover, Ticino Park participates in the project LIFE Saving Lasca (LIFE16 NAT/Sl/000644) with the Fisheries Research 
Institute of Slovenia (https://www.lifeforlasca.eu/).

networking

10

The exchange of experiences and best practices has been particularly 
meaningful, especially in the preliminary stages of the project, thanks to 
the adoption of techniques and types of intervention implemented within 
the monitoring activities of the project such as the large-scale monitoring 
system of H. huso, established in collaboration with the activities of the 
project LIFE11 NAT/IT/188 ConFluPo (https://www.life-conflupo.eu/index.
php?lang=it).
Notably meaningful has been the exchange of information with the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds in relation to the modalities of ex-novo 
creation of wetlands, activities for which the association can boast decades 
of experience. 

activities and future perspectives 
The interventions implemented within the project will continue according to a specific programming, 
where every beneficiary – in different capacities – takes on a series of commitments for the optimization 
of mid and long-term results. 
The main activities that will be carried out are: 
 • Periodic maintenance of the forest plants (habitats 91F0 and 91E0) and of the drylands (habitat 6210) 
with control of allochthonous species, cultivation care and periodic maintenance of the nesting rafts of 
the target bird species;

 • Repopulation activity with individuals of Great sturgeon (Huso huso) and telemetry monitoring;
 • Protection of the spawning site of Adriatic sturgeon (Acipenser naccarii) through the activity of the 
task force;

 • Incentives for the management of “marcite” (lowland wet meadows) both in winter and autumn, also 
through PSR – FEASR measures;

 • Fauna and vegetation monitoring to assess the expected results 5 years after the end of the project 
and in the long-term (20 years after the conclusion);

 • Prosecution of the Citizen Science activities for the update of the Butterfly Atlas.

5 24
different 

languages 
to talk about

 best 
practices

foreign 
projects 
involved 

Italian 
projects 
involved 
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